ARMISTICE, 1918
was almost the only emotional luxury allowed them; but^they
had taken to church-going and to cultivating virtues at which
'the Fighting Forces mocked, such as High Endeavour, Humility,
Thrift, Prudence, Sobriety. In schools there had been a return,
under edug-out' masters, to an almost monastic discipline; im-
posed by an appeal to the boys to 'prove yourselves worthy of
your brothers, who are now making the supreme sacrifice'.
These two disparate Britains were slowly and confusedly to
unite in the period that came to be called, in a wistful or dis-
paraging tone, 'The Careless Twenties'.
At the Armistice, the sudden cessation of the artillery fire
which had continued ceaselessly on the Western Front for more
than four years had an almost frightening effect on the troops.
It was as if the kitchen clock had stopped at eleven o'clock in
the morning and the household was uncertain as to when the
potatoes should be put on to boil, if at all. "When the guns stop'
had been a synonym for ewhen the war is over'. Yet was it over?
The men were warned that they could expect no more than a
temporary lull, and sternly forbidden to fraternize with the
enemy. It was only very gradually that the realization came
that the war was indeed over. The Army was thus in a sense
cheated of a manifestation: for by the time that the official
victory celebrations were held, the story was already nine
months stale and had begun to stink a little. A few young
officers who could get local leave from their units did immedi-
ately celebrate what was known as a 'beano' in the nearest
French town; but there were no scenes in the trenches even
remotely resembling those that took place at home. There the
lighter-hearted part of the population ran mad, the lead being
taken by Dominion soldiers a'nd airmen with their women
friends. The constabulary in many towns had orders not to
intervene in any scene of disorder whatever, unless fire or loss
of life threatened. There were? extraordinary scenes of joviality.
Guns captured in battle were pulled in procession round the
towns to which they had been officially presented and pushed"
off bridges or quays. Sexual affairs between perfect strangers
took place promiscuously in parks, shop entrances and alley-
ways. In the Cornmarket, Oxford, a woman paraded up and
down the street waving a flag, with her skirts kilted up to her
B    .         '                           17                                 .